The Price is Right
On a recent reality show “Pit Boss”, one of the show’s characters went to the House Institute in Los Angeles for a hearing test.  The test showed a mild-moderate hearing loss. Hearing aids were recommended: for a price of $8000-$12,000 a set.  As the show went on, this person with the hearing loss was found working a second job and seeking ways to pay for the new medical devices he needed.  

That is Los Angeles, CA.  This is Charlotte, NC.  And the price is right in Charlotte at Hearing Solution Center.  Hearing aid unbundling allows hearing aids to be dispensed at single unit cost plus a professional fee.  This unbundling approach to hearing aid dispensing is recommended by the Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA) as a more adequate way to serve the public’s hearing health needs.

According to Brenda Battat, Executive Director of Hearing Loss Association of America:

“From the consumer perspective the issue with unbundling is transparency. Letting consumers know what they are paying for. Currently they think all the cost is for the hearing aids. In our view this devalues audiology services. All professionals charge for their services – lawyers, doctors, etc. Why should audiology be any different? So when someone purchases a hearing aid they should be informed that the device costs this much and the follow up services that are needed to ensure successful device use is charged at this rate. There is too much branding of devices and not enough branding of audiology services.”

Check www.hearingsolutioncenter.com for lists of hearing aid prices for several manufacturers.  The hearing aid prices are greatly reduced and the professional services are added to the reduced price.  The overall cost including the hearing aid and professional dispensing fee of $500 shows a savings of $400. to $900. per instrument.  Our previous hearing aid cost was $3300. per instrument for premium, top technology hearing aids.  Now these same hearing aids with unbundling cost $2400. for a savings of $900. per aid or $1800 a pair! 

Service visits following the initial dispensing period (45 days) cost $75. per visit.  We recommend 1-2 visits a year for hearing aid cleaning and checks.  

Hearing aids can be dropped off for the cleaning service and picked up within 24 hours for a reduced charge of $50.

Change the way you purchase hearing aids and enjoy better hearing!

